
 
CANDO  

Central Area Neighborhood Development Organization 
 

Minutes 
Board of Directors 

4/11/2017 
3715 Chicago Ave. 

Roll Call Board Present: Alex Hage 
Frangina Johnson 
Cameron Nelson 
Bob Hull 
Alex Griffin 
Milton Manning 
Tim Fries 

Staff Present:  Antoine Martinneau 
Eduardo Cardenas 

Guests Present:  Robb Lubertow, YellowTree 
Bryan Walters, YellowTree 
Laurence Sykes, Neighbor/ MAD DADS 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER  6:20pm 

2. Introductions  

3. Approval of Minutes  

Approval of March Minutes 

Action Taken: 7 aye to approve minutes 

4. Public Comment 

- Robb Lubertow states that YellowTree has brought more developed drawings for 
their proposed project and has submitted them to the city. He states that they’ve 
also planned to add a few 3 bedroom apartments, which will go for market rate 
rent starting at $695 and going up to $1,750. Bryan states that he contacted 
Minneapolis and is waiting for his contact to get feedback from her supervisor re: 
Section 8. He states that the area is not an incentivized area which makes it hard 
to afford to put in subsidized units. 
- Frangina states that she believes there should be a way for Section 8 tenants to 
successfully find housing with the buildings that are being put in. She states 
concerns that the units will not be handicapped accessible. She states that when 



most units are built one doesn’t need to go to the city of Minneapolis, there is 
federal funding for subsidized units. 
- Bryan reports that all of the units are Type B accessible and some units will 
hopefully be Type A accessible. 
- Cameron states concerns that tenants will have to earn 3x the rent in order to be 
accepted as applicants, and it does not seem like the median income in Central 
is $2700/month. 
 
5. Staff Report 
 
Antoine reports that he’s been working to get CANDO’s contracts updated with 
the city and maintain its payflow. He reports that he is securing things in place to 
allow for the new paid positions. He states that NRP has been updated to include 
the Men’s Health Contract and the Key Players Contract. He states that 2,850 
newsletters have gone out advertising the new position openings and there has 
so far been one application for the Community Engagement Organizer. Antoine 
responded to concerns re: newsletters not getting to people by stating that there 
are two or three mail routes that the newsletters cover and it’s possible that one 
of them might not be getting covered. He states that 4/8 there was a meeting to 
talk about the planning of Green Central Park. 
 
Frangina cites concerns that the people who haven’t received the newsletter will 
not know about the job posting. She agrees to take a revised insert to the post 
office 4/14 or 4/15 with the openings and the job descriptions. Antoine agrees to 
extend the deadline to 5/5 in order to give the residents of Central more time to 
respond to the job posting. 
 
 Eduardo states that the event on Saturday for Green Central planning went well. 
He states that 10-12 community members had a chance to talk to the 
representatives that were present at the Feb community meeting in addition to 
the new project manager. He states that he made some new contacts of 
interested people in the project through the promotional efforts for the event. He 
states that the Southside Investment Co-op meetings resulted in an email survey 
and he will also be bringing it to businesses in the neighborhood. He states that 
the next meeting is tentatively scheduled for 4/25 but might be in the first week of 
May. He states there’s also discussion about getting that survey in paper form 
and about whether there is more interest in creating a housing vs commercial 
investment co-op. Eduardo states that he has also been working with Denise on 
community outreach taskforce and identifying block leaders and a clean sweep 
for June that would take place right before the June community meeting. Eduardo 
states that the Men’s Health programming has been put on hold until there has 
been more outreach and investment from the community in participating. He 
states that a final report re: funding sources and assessments/ contexts for 
activities has been written up as well. He states that there was an interest 
meeting and a couple of capoeira classes that took place. 



Bobby reports that there have been a few incidents in the neighborhood and he 
commends Eduardo for doing a lot in mediating discussions between tense 
neighbors. 
 
Financial Report 
Action Taken:  7 aye to move this segment to May board meeting 
 
6. New Business  
1. Task Force Reports 
- Antoine reports that Public Safety met with St. Stephen’s re: panhandlers and it 
was pointed out that there is a lack of legal resources for folks experiencing 
homelessness because a large cause of homelessness is Unlawful Detainers 
 
- Alex H with Economic Development states that the majority of TF updates have 
been covered by Eduardo’s staff update re: community investment co-ops. Eduardo 
states that he met with Mara from MCCD re: a loan fund and the interest would have 
to be enough to cover the admin costs of servicing those loans. He states that one 
option that was proposed would be for CANDO to buy debt from businesses and 
earn interest. Milton states that GMHC is hosting 4/20 and 4/26 meetings re: the 
interest on home loans being raised. 
 
- Tim from PGS/Healthy and Equitable Communities reports that PGS is recruiting 
gardeners and the application deadline is 4/15 and there will be door knocking this 
week to talk to people individually about the program. He states that calendar of 
events is available via Google Drive. Eduardo states that he has recently connected 
with someone about outreach as well. 
 
2. Report on Board Retreat 
Action Taken: 7 aye to move this discussion to May meeting, as the retreat organizer 
was not able to make it to this board meeting 
 
3. Budget Amendments Discussion 
- Antoine reports that there will be a new NRP contract written up with the new 
amendments that are made today. He states that the column on the right clearly 
delineates proposed additions to line items and new line items. Proposed line item 
additions were made to voter engagement ($2,500), interpretation ($1,400), 
translation ($2,300), office supplies ($400), phone/internet ($240), interpreting 
equipment rental ($1,600), childcare ($648), advertising ($5,130), community 
engagement ($1,800), and Healthy and Equitable Communities ($800). 
- Bobby states that he has some spending concerns  
- Frangina states that she has some concerns about the proposed budget not 
including enough appropriations for housing programs. She states that she would 
like to have more time to consider which figures she’d like to add before she feels 
comfortable approving a budget. 
Action Taken: 5 ayes 1 nay 1 abstain to approve the budget with the added 



amendments of removing a duplicated line item for interpreting equipment rental, 
correcting a typo re: the new sum of phone/internet, changing the wording from 
“Healthy and Equitable Communities” to “Plant Grow Share” in the line item re: 
Program Expense Stipends, and adding the leftover $3,365 from Net Ordinary 
Income to GMHC housing programs. 
 
4. Planning for April Community Meeting 
- Board elects to end the meeting without the breadth of discussion that was 
originally hoped for. Eduardo states that Alondra is planning to come and Karen 
Knox would like to come as well. Bobby states concerns about bringing Karen due to 
dissatisfaction re: her job performance. 
 
7. Adjournment  
8:30pm 

 


