
 
CANDO  

Central Area Neighborhood Development Organization 
 

Minutes 
Board of Directors 

August 8. 2017 
3715 Chicago Ave.

Roll Call Board Present: Tim Fries, Alex Griffin, Secretary, Alex Hage, Treasurer 
and Pro Tempore Chair 

Staff Present:  Antoine Martinneau 
Eduardo Cardenas 

Guests Present:  Jared Brewington, Funky Grits 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

Start time: 6:31pm  

2. Introductions  

3. Approval of Minutes July 2017 

No Action Taken, no quorum 

4. Public Comment 

Jared Brewington states that he grew up on 42nd and 2nd and his grandfather was one 
of the first Black realtors in the area. He reports that he is the fun development chair for 
a non-profit that helps small holder farmers in developing countries. He states that he 
studied computer science and has worked with tech and start-ups. He states that he has 
been an advisor for a business out in Colorado and works with outdoor companies to 
discuss business development. He reports that one dream of his has always been to 
start a restaurant business called Funky Grits which has existed at pop-ups to date. He 
reports that he has been working part time at a fast casual restaurant in Edina in order to 
learn the ropes of restauranting. He states that he has been working with Hell’s Fish and 
Chicken and the Boost Mobile store to buy the space and use it as his own. He states 
that he plans to spin 45” funk vinyls, sell comfort food, start wages at $15/hour, and have 
a democratic process to staffing. He states that he plans to keep service and community 
at the forefront and clean up the corner of litter.He states that he is pricing fast casual, 
which is cheaper than sit down but around 30/30 labor and food cost. He states that he’d 
like to source local proteins and produce. He states that it will be about $10 for an entree 



and will acquire a beer and wine license as well. Counter service, no table service, and 
compostable packaging. He states that he will be closed Mondays for “secondary 
community access” and community events. He states that he would like to acquire a 2% 
loan through the Neighborhood Development Center and City of Mpls. as well as  a 
matching facade grant at Bancroft. He states that he’s also heard that there’s the 
possibility of resurrecting the facade grant at Central. 

- Antoine states that the grant would need to be re-activated through the 
moving around of funds.  

- Eduardo states that he is not sure whether Jared will be buying or leasing 
the bottom floor of the building. He states that this project would not be a 
huge commitment as CANDO would be able to dictate how much is given 
out. He suggests that CANDO re-establish the contract but allocate not 
more than what is being asked for. 

- Antoine states that the next step would be to meet with the NRP folks that 
with whom CANDO works. He states that it would be helpful to write up 
some criteria for the grant. 

 
5. Staff Report 

- Antoine states that the Project Purple meet the artists event is this Friday 
8/4. He states that he has met with CANDO’s accountant and tax 
preparer to get caught up on all of CANDO’s tax forms. He states that 
CANDO has been submitting 990s every year but there has been an 
oversight wherein there is a state return that has not been submitted 
since 2013, the late fees of which will total to $225. He states that the 
accountant has been working through health complications and there is 
the possibility of working with an interim accountant in order to avoid 
further oversight during his time of need.  

- Eduardo presents handouts for his staff update. See handout. He states 
that Elizabeth Glidden’s office is organizing a Ward 8 public safety 
meeting in conjunction with Bryant, Powderhorn, and Bancroft. He states 
that this is partially in response to someone being shot in the leg on 
Chicago Ave recently and a follow-up from a June safety meeting. 
Eduardo reminds the board that the meeting for the land trust is this 
Thursday. He also states that September 16th is the annual fair and 
Antoine states that 8/23 has been thrown out as a possible planning 
meeting date. The board agrees to meet 8/23 for the planning meeting. 

- Eduardo proposes that a written ballot be distributed to board members in 
order to have a paper quorum vote on the matters proposed. 

 

6. New Business  



1. Mural Proposal Project (5 min) 
- Action Taken: Email and print version of a ballot to be drafted and circulated to 

board members  
 

2. KRSM Proposal (5 min) 
- Action Taken: Email and print version of a ballot to be drafted and circulated to 

board members  
 

3. KALY Proposal (5 min) 
- Mahamed reports that 40% of Minneapolis Public Housing population is Somali, 

and that oftentimes people will have to wait around 10 years. He states that the 
community needs to be able to have access to education and information about 
the workings of Section 8. He states that there has been a doctor being 
broadcast providing education on healthy living and exercise. He reports that 
close to 100,000 Somali people listening to the radio across the US and there is 
a broad network available due to the download-ability of the app, which now over 
5,000 people have downloaded. He states that it’s important to have more 
community cohesion for not only positive community happenings but to ward off 
the fear that builds with respect to local political happenings. He reports that he 
has had a partnership with Metro Transit wherein the radio was successful in 
recruiting 300 people to apply for open positions. He states that he understands 
that CANDO would like more specifics with funding proposal but he would like to 
work with CANDO in whatever capacity possible between the two parties. 

- Action Taken: Board tentatively agrees to approve $2,000 for the rest of the year 
 

4. Approval of State and Federal tax returns (10 min) 
- Action Taken: Email and print version of a ballot to be drafted and circulated to 

board members  
 

5. Approval of offer letters for existing staff (10 min) 
- Action Taken: Email and print version of a ballot to be drafted and circulated to 

board members  
 

6. Approval of offer letter for Community Engagement Organizer (10 min) 
- Action Taken: Email and print version of a ballot to be drafted and circulated to 

board members  
 

7. Adjournment 

8:11pm 

 



 


